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the BRIDGE

FEBRUARY 2072

Words from the Chairperson

An observation that was made quite clear to me at the Annual Meeting on January 29" was that the minis-
tries at FECC are strong and faithful. God has not abandoned us or we Him. He has been beside us as we
move ahead and has revealed His will for us in many ways.

One area that | believe to be a major opportunity is in Missions. The Missions budget is already funded with
extra funds available for new areas of mission work. This is where | need each of you to carefully and prayer-
fully consider: “What is my mission field?”

Susie Carlson, in her Annual Report of the Christian Education ministry, asked several questions in the third
paragraph. The one that smacked me between the eyes was: “Are people in my life seeing Christ in and
through me, or do they see me just doing things for Christ?” Does God’s love and joy manifest itself in me,
and is it obvious to those around me daily?

Each of us has been given certain spiritual gifts that only we can use for His glory. We must use those gifts or
we will lose them (Jesus’ parable of the talents reveals this to us, Matthew 25:14-30). What is your gift?

With the excess of funds in Missions, now is the perfect time for you to begin your own ministry with the
gifts that God has granted you. Perhaps you feel there is a need for a support group that brings healing to
those who have lost a spouse, or a support group for single mothers. How about an outreach to families of
military members who are or have been deployed? The possibilities are as endless as the needs of our
church family and our community. With the funds available listen for God’s nudging or, in some of cases, His
nagging to begin a ministry right now. With God at your side, how can you fail?

| pray that if you have felt Him call to you, you will act. | will be glad to visit with anyone with a desire to be a
minister to our world and help you get God’s ministry started. If God is for us, who can stand against us?

God Bless you all,

Dan Byers
Chairperson FECC
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Annual Potato Bar Fundraiser
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‘ Please plan to join us after worship on Sunday, March 4th, for a smorgasbord of po-
;j;‘“y ‘[:\g.\. tato toppings and desserts. A free-will offering will be taken. All proceeds go to help send kids
= % from our church family to Covenant Cedars Bible Camp 2012. All kids from Kdg—11th gd

And Speaking of Summer Camp...
To help in your planning for summer activities, here are the dates for
Summer Camp 2012 out at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp:

Trailblazer Camp (entering grades 3-4 in the fall): June 17-20
Pathfinder Camp (entering grades 1-2 in the fall): June 23-24
Sr. High Camp (entering grades 9-12 in the fall): June 24-29
Jr. High Camp (entering grades 7-8 in the fall): July 1-6
Explorer Camp (entering grades 5-6 in the fall): July 8-13

Last Chance Camp (entering grades 3-12 in the fall): August 6-8

Inspiration Art Gallery—Spring Showing: It's already time to think about the possibility of
sharing your artwork in the Inspiration Art Gallery. We invite artists, photographers, and those
skilled in sculpture, needlework, quilting, pottery, writing, poetry, calligraphy, computer art, and
other works to participate. And again, a reminder that you may have art or craft work done by a
relative or friend which you would be willing to have displayed in the gallery. We will be accept-
ing your artworks on Sunday, February 26, before or after the worship service. Applications are
available in the gallery, or you may contact the director, Stuart Westburg (402-489-9105, sjwest-

burg@aol.com).

REMINDER: Please be sure to fill out your survey from the Pastoral Search Committee that was

emai |l ed omaiodlsendad It o al l FECC members and friends. T
than Sunday, Feb. 19th. If you did not receive one, or yours has been misplaced/lost, please con-

tact the church office right away and wedl | get you
you can also get the survey at: http://www.firstcovenantlincoln.org/survey/

February Ushers

Don Stenberg

Financial Update (as of 1/30/12): Lee Wadell
General Fund: Building Fund:
Beginning Bal. $  19,015.87 Beginning Bal.  $ 21,375.69 Febr:"‘"‘t’) Y°C“”|‘ Ushers
Receipts 12,877.10 Receipts 4,879.50 Do Ar:]‘n:rM:Srtse‘:gon
Expenses - 13,314.42 Expenses - 5,888.00
Ending Balance $ +18,578.55 Ending Balance $ +20,367.19 February Greeters

Thurston & Marcie Baker

Deb Haas



mailto:sjwestburg@aol.com
mailto:sjwestburg@aol.com
http://www.firstcovenantlincoln.org/survey/

vV ¢ ¢ e e e v

COVENANT WOMEN MINISTRY SUNDAY is coming up oh Feb. 12th. A special
\ offer'ing will be taken fo benefit their Mission Project. Coffee and cookies will be
A A A A served immediately following the worship service.

ATTENTION: FUTURE COLLEGE STUDENTS

Are you planning to attend North Park University? The Covenant
Women Ministries of FECC have established an account for the purpose of
encouraging and offering support to our youth attending North Park. A
one -time $600.00 Kay Ostrom grant will be given to a first  -time entrant.

At the present time, North Park University has a program entitled Partners in Education . They
will match the $600 given by our church. The total dollar amount will be divided between the first
two academic terms. Youth interested in applying for this grant may request an application from
the church office.  The application deadline is March 31, 2012. The grant will be awarded in June.

If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Custer (402 -423-4405), Nancy Carlson
(402-475-3529) or Nancy Wotruba (402 -476-6247).

POWER of TEN: Hello everyone, | wanted to take a moment and submit this “old” article for the Bridge. It's amazing
how things change over time!! When this article was written, the Church was facing difficult financial times, or at least
the potential. GOD and you have been incredibly faithful over the years and continue to be so. Although the financial
information is outdated in the article below, the idea of the Power of Ten will never become obsolete. | urge you to read
this article again and consider the idea of the Power of Ten, so that the Church is never in financial stress again. God
Bless you, Aaron

“Greetings Church Family,

I hope this communication finds you well and in good spirits. As the Chairperson for the Stewardship Ministry |
have the responsibility and opportunity to communicate with my fellow members on different items that fall under
“Stewardship”. 2009 has been a year where my correspondence has been dominated by only financial information. The
truth of the matter is your Stewardship Committee is actively participating in all facets of our Church life: missions, Chris-
tian Education by sponsoring two outside speakers and work with the Properties Ministry.

Did everyone feel a big “but” coming in my words? The purpose of this communication is to speak directly with
you about our finances. 2009 has been an extremely challenging year; we have challenged ourselves and you, the con-
gregation, with presenting cost savings measures. Some ideas were little, some not so little, some popular, and some
not so popular. To say the year up to this point has been a roller coaster would be putting it mildly.

Earlier this year | reported that giving was slightly down, but that our expenses were significantly down from
2008 so things were looking “ok” at that point in time. Through September of this year it continues to hold true that ex-
penses are lower compared to the same point in 2008. However, as you have read in our Chairperson’s letter, giving is
significantly down by 7%. This trend has dramatically hurt our finances.

The fourth quarter is traditionally much better for receipts than the first three quarters, and we all hope that to be
true. The truth of the matter is if this does not ring true, this Church will be faced with some extremely difficult decisions.
Our projections for 2010, based on what we know today, show a deficit of over $30,000. As Dick stated, this is just a
projection, but one we desperately hope we are wrong about.

When | sat down to write my letter, | really had no idea what | was going to say other than a few statistics. Sta-
tistics are boring and typically do not grab your attention although | hope the ones above do. It is difficult to report bad
news, and also to ask for your faithful giving especially in this bleak economic year we have faced. | don’t know your
personal situations, but | know that many of us are in the same boat dealing with no raises, health insurance increases,
and maybe even a lost income. All of us have most likely been touched economically in 2009.

| knocked my Bible off of the table and out fell my notes from a speech | gave over a year ago called “The Power
of 10”. | don'’t believe in coincidences, so | decided to review that speech with you or at least a few of the main points.
My speech focused on how to “potentially” solve our Church’s financial problem back in 2008, but the idea will still work



for 2009 and beyond.

Over the years, many individuals much more qualified than me have humbly asked you to be faithful to God in
your giving. | am asking for a specific dollar amount: $10 per week per giving unit (family) in the Church. If you give
nothing, consider giving $10 per week; if you give $100 per week, consider giving $110 per week. Here is the reasoning
and simple math behind this request. The Church finances affect all of us, so we should all try and help. Together we
can all fix this problem and it doesn’t take much. | understand that $10 per week is not a small commitment, but please
hear me out.

$10 per week from approximately 120 giving units over 52 weeks in a year totals $62,400!!! That is each year.
Can you imagine what this Church could accomplish by increasing our receipts by $62,400 per year each year in the
future? Awesomely scary isn’'t it? Remember the math only works if you commit to this level of giving each week re-
gardless of church attendance. If you have electronic banking, you can set the Church up with the Bill Pay system.

$10 per week is $1.43 per day, can you do it? Are you disciplined to do it, do you want to do it? Those are
questions to ask yourself. If yes, let’s start this coming Sunday, or start your new giving plan the first week of 2010, and
then up it again the first Sunday in 2011, and so on, and so on.

| hope by now you are motivated and will consider this idea. | look forward to my next letter telling you we are in
the black and about the amazing things this Church is accomplishing because of your faithfulness to God and our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for your consideration, Aaron Stover”

Mark Your Calendars: OFourth Friday Fel | owshi p6 is coming up on Fri
7:00 p.m. This fun event is for the whole family i stay tuned for more details as February moves
along.

I am very excited to let the FECC family know that my husband and | will
be heading to Israel the end of this month! We will be joining some folks
from another church here in town. Dates of the trip are Feb. 27 i Mar. 8. o, ol B
This means that | will be out of the office for two weeks, beginning Mon., I e R
Feb. 27, and will return to work on Mon., Mar. 12.

Saaes 2 BE

During my absence: ERAF ,.'T O THUR
« Sherri Erickson has graciously agreed to run the bulletins for Sundays HOLY 1AND
Mar. 4 and Mar. 11.
+ Sara Voss and Bob Timme will make sure the mail gets to the proper people everyday.
« Sherri will be checking for emails and phone messages. Please be aware that there will proba-
bly not be anyone in the office most of the time (The schedules for both Pastor Jacob and Pas-
tor Bob do not allow them time here in the office). Thus, email will be the best way to commu-
nicate.
+ If there are any emergencies, or a need for an immediate answer, please contact either Dan
Byers (402 -450-1777; danbinc@aol.com) or Gary Bredensteiner (402 -440-4748; gbredenstein-
erl@unl.edu).
e | f needed, Sherri Er i ¢ k s-899 &832; sherrlada@hbtmail.coiin;candiKils 402
First (Sara Voss) contact info is: 402  -489-8866; kfchildcare@gmail.com.

| would greatly appreciate it if the FECC family would please lift me up in prayer this month, and
especially while we are gone: that | could get necessary work done ahead of time; that | would re-
member all that | need to communicate with Sherri, Dan, etc.; for good health now and as we
travel; safe flights there and back; and safety while over there in Israel.

Thanks so much, Sandy Blum
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1stfi Charlotte Custer
3rdfi Ron Carlson
3rdf Dean Sell

4th i Terry Johnson
5th i Jane Wadell

6th A Paul Staswick
7th i Dotty Reier

8th fi Sheral Johnson
9th A Liam Murphy
12thfi Ashley Peterson
14thi Gabriel Truesdale

16thA Charles Nelson
18thi Leona Bellinger
20th A Zoe Haschke
22ndi Phil Malzer
22ndi Steve Swanson
23rdi Debi McGee
24thfi Amy Carlson
26thi Susie Douglass
27th i Karin Carlson
27th i Steve Masterson
27thi Kelsey Timme

FEBRUARY NURSERY SCHEDULE
Feb. 5

S.Sfi Cheri Staswick

Infant i Aaron Stover family

Toddler i Joy Walton; Julie Brown

Feb. 12

S.Sfi Megan Shoemaker

Infant A Amber Carlson; DeAnna Masterson
Toddler i Andy & Sara Voss

Feb. 19

S.Sfi Moriah Reinwald

Infant fi Kayla Johnson; Taylor Byers

Toddler i Stephanie Mattison; Julie Anderson

Feb. 26

S.Sfi Christina Paulson

Infant A Chad & Megan Shoemaker
Toddler i Angie Johnson; Diane Masterson

Donot f orget t o m

* Feb. 24 = Fourth Friday Fellowshi

+ Mar. 4 = Potato Bar after worship
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1 Corinthians 13:13




